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DRAFT ENERGY NETWORKS SAFETY STANDARD
•
•
•
•

Supports public and employee safety
Supports private and public assets safety
Strengthens continuity of energy supply
Enhances bushfire protection

A draft Standard on electricity network safety management systems is open for public
comment Standards Australia has announced today.
“The draft Standard is a continuation of the efforts by State, Territory and Federal
jurisdictions to achieve harmonisation of safety measures across energy networks and
across regions,” said Colin Blair, Chief Executive Officer, Standards Australia.
“Energy networks don’t end at state borders. This Standard addresses the significant
need for harmonisation, which puts downward pressure on energy costs and assists in
across border movement of the workforce,” Mr Blair said.
The objective of the Standard is to provide nationally consistent requirements for safety
management systems for electricity transmission and distribution networks.
Mr Blair said an important feature of the draft Standard relates to the identification and
mitigation of risks associated with Electricity Networks, for instance the management of
vegetation in the vicinity of powerlines.
“Managing vegetation around powerlines will assist in avoiding catastrophic bushfires and
disruption to energy supply,” Mr Blair said.
Mr Blair said the draft Standard supports the safety of the general public and network
operator personnel; the protection of property, the environment and network assets; and
the continuity of electricity supply.
The committee responsible for developing the draft Standard includes industry,
regulatory, trade union, training and technical representatives.
The public comment period closes 19 June 2012, with further information is available at
www.standards.org.au
Media Contact

Nicholas Davy, 0405 506 457
Communications & Public Affairs Manager
nicholas.davy@standards.org.au

Standards Australia is an independent, not-for-profit organisation, recognised by the Australian
Government as the peak non-government Standards body in Australia. Standards Australia develops
internationally aligned Australian Standards® that deliver Net Benefit to Australia and is the Australian
member of ISO and IEC www.standards.org.au. Standards Australia is the Principal Sponsor of the
Australian International Design Awards www.designawards.com.au

