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Find out more about Standards Australia and what we do

Standards Australia is the country’s leading independent, non-governmental, not-for-profit standards organisation.

Find out moreWhat We Do


Partner With Us

Standards Australia is looking for innovative partners across all sectors of the economy to enhance standards delivery and to serve industries, communities, and customers in new ways.

Find out morePartner With Us
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Governance

Standards Australia Limited is a company limited by guarantee and registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission. Learn more about our members, Board, committees and technical governance.
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Strategic Plan

Standards Australia is looking for innovative partners across all sectors of the economy to enhance standards delivery and to serve industries, communities, and customers in new ways.

Find out moreStrategic Plan


Our Members

Checkout our list of member organisations and associations.

Find out moreOur Members


Annual Reviews

View all of our Annual Reviews from 2010 to present.

Find out moreAnnual Reviews






Board & Executive

An overview of our Board of Directors and Executive Team.

Find out moreBoard and Executive


Careers

If you’d like to join our growing team of over 100 located in the Sydney CBD, apply to one of our current openings.

Find out moreCareers


Our History

Standards are an invaluable worldwide resource. Globally there are well over half a million published standards. These are the products of over 1,000 recognised standards development organisations worldwide. Standards have been around a long time. There is evidence of standards being used seven thousand years ago by the ancient civilizations of Babylon and early Egypt.

Find out moreOur History
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What exactly is a standard?

Standards are documents that set out specifications, procedures and guidelines that aim to ensure products, services, and systems are safe, consistent, and reliable.

Find out moreWhat is a Standard?
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Standards Development

Standards Australia develops internationally aligned Australian Standards® in the national interest through a process of consensus. We also ensure Australia has a voice in the development of International Standards, and their subsequent adoption as Australian Standards®.

Find out moreOur Process


Our Process

The Standards Australia standards development process is based on three internationally recognised principles: openness and transparency of process, consensus, and balance of representation

Find out moreOur Process


Submitting a Proposal

Standards Australia has different proposal options available to best suit your standards development requirements.

Find out moreSubmitting a Proposal


Proposal Consultation

Standards Australia offers stakeholders an opportunity to review and provide feedback on proposals in consultation.

Find out moreProposal Consultation


How to Participate

We bring together more than 5,000 technical, business, academic, government and community experts to form technical committees.

Find out moreHow to Participate


Standardisation Guides

Our standardisation guides set out the policies and processes for the development of standards and other technical documents.

Find out moreStandardisation Guides






Aged Standards Review

Standards Australia is looking for innovative partners across all sectors of the economy to enhance standards delivery and to serve industries, communities, and customers in new ways.

Find out moreDeveloping Standards


Becoming Accredited

The accreditation function provides a framework to ensure accredited organisations are able to develop their own industry standards and have them recognised as Australian Standards®.

Find out moreBecoming Accredited
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Sectors

Our standards development activities are divided into industry sectors.

These sectors are supported by Stakeholder Engagement Managers who are available to advise and assist stakeholders.

Find out moreSectors


International Engagement

Standards Australia represents our nation on the two major international standardising bodies, the International Organization for Standardization (ISO)* and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC).

We co-ordinate the attendance of Australian experts at international meetings and participate in the preparation of a wide range of International Standards. We are extremely active within the international standardisation movement and a number of our senior management team members hold important voluntary offices on international standards bodies.

Find out moreInternational Engagement


International Trade

International standards that are created through the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) play a vital role in facilitating trade allowing Australian business to compete successfully in the global economy.

Find out moreInternational Trade


Strategic Initiatives

The Strategic Initiatives team delivers critical projects and speed to market solutions where Australia has a strategic or economic interest such as hydrogen.  Strategic initiative projects cover priorities across the economy, which impact on all industry sectors and supply chains, for example critical and emerging technologies and circular economy.

Find out moreStrategic Initiatives


Events

Standards Australia has a strong history of facilitating solutions that meet the needs of consumers and industry. It remains committed to enhancing the social, environmental and economic well being of all Australians by providing an active forum for discussion, debate and consensus.

Find out moreEvents


NEXTgen

The Standards Australia NEXTgen Program provides emerging leaders an exciting opportunity to become involved in the national and international standardisation processes which supports Australian industry and governments.

The program provides training and direct exposure to the standards development processes and technical committees. This involves having access to shared information and collective intelligence to develop standards that support the economy, improve safety and health, national resources and improve quality of life.

Find out moreNEXTgen


Standards Awards

Standards Awards are presented to individuals, and one committee, who have made significant contributions to standardisation and who have demonstrated outstanding service in enabling Standards Australia and accredited Standards Development Organisations (SDOs) attain their objectives.

Find out moreStandards Awards


Research and Analysis

The Research & Analysis team delivers growth to the business in a variety of ways.

Market Research helps find new markets and opportunities across Australia and beyond
Voice of the Customer (VoC) is our vital link to our customers, their voices and what they think about our business, products and services
Better By Standards delivers personalised content on the who, what, and why of our standards, creating engaging stories about the work we do

Find out moreResearch and Analysis
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Buy Standards
License content

Buy Australian Standards™ and other content

Purchase standards from the Standards Store, or one of our distributors.

Find out moreBuy Standards


License content

Get permission to use licensed Australian Standards content for 3, 6 or 12 month periods, from our Licensing Team.

Find out moreLicense content
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A bright future for high-visibility vests
February 2, 2022



High-visibility vests were first developed in the 1930s by Bob Switzer after his eyesight was damaged while unloading crates. Together with his brother Joe Switzer, Bob created fluorescent and reflective materials to improve safety on job sites and prevent unnecessary injuries.
Some 90 years later high-visibility vests are still mandatory in many environments, and for a variety of workers, across Australia.
In 2010, Standards Australia published AS/NZS 1906.4:2010, Retroreflective materials and devices for road traffic control purposes, Part 4: High-visibility materials for safety garments.
As industries have developed, and the needs for safety has changed, Standards Australia Technical Committee MS-049 is looking to revise the standard.
The revisions will look to include pink and green vest colours currently used in industry, and introduce the possibility of blended materials, for better role delineation and to ensure best visibility.

Pink and green vests
The new pink and green colours will work to provide better delineation of users’ roles. For example, road-construction workers often wear orange high-visibility vests as the colour contrasts with black bitumen. Forestry industry professionals could choose to wear pink as it contrasts with the brown trunks of trees and leafy green canopies. Emergency services have increasingly chosen yellow green as have builders where the colour stands out against varying environments.
“We must recognise the significance of the new colours as high-visibility vests must be attention-grabbing, but they also need to stand out from potentially camouflaging background colour,” said Alan Parker, revision proponent and member of MS-049.
“Additionally, the colours ensure visibility in all weather and low light conditions such as wet days or at dusk and dawn.”
While the standard will seek to legitimise the use of pink and green, it will not stipulate what colour a particular industry worker shall wear. Unless mandated by regulators, it will be up to the end-user.

Blended materials
High-visibility vest users may require a garment material that has a second safety feature. For example, it may also need to be resistant to metallic sparks, flame, or an ability to avoid creating static electricity sparking.
This is a challenge because synthetic fibres provide bright and brilliant colours, but they are reactive to sparks and flames. Whereas natural fibres provide better safety against the risk of catching fire, they cannot reach the same luminance or brightness level as synthetic fibres.
The revision aims to clarify and update the restrictions around natural fibres as blended fibres have been produced in the years since the standard was published.
“If you need visibility as well as spark resistance, then historically we would use natural fibre which isn’t as bright in low light or heavily shaded conditions – but it is the best we can do,” Mr Parker said.
“Now, with changes in technology, there is a possibility that blended fabrics can provide fluorescent colours while being fire retardant.”
"We will investigate blended materials and, if proven suitable, the revision will seek to include them.”
The significant work to revise the standard will be conducted by MS-049 and is likely going to kick off this month.
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