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Find out more about Standards Australia and what we do

Standards Australia is the country’s leading independent, non-governmental, not-for-profit standards organisation.

Find out moreWhat We Do


Partner With Us

Standards Australia is looking for innovative partners across all sectors of the economy to enhance standards delivery and to serve industries, communities, and customers in new ways.

Find out morePartner With Us
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Governance

Standards Australia Limited is a company limited by guarantee and registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission. Learn more about our members, Board, committees and technical governance.
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Strategic Plan

Standards Australia is looking for innovative partners across all sectors of the economy to enhance standards delivery and to serve industries, communities, and customers in new ways.

Find out moreStrategic Plan


Our Members

Checkout our list of member organisations and associations.

Find out moreOur Members


Annual Reviews

View all of our Annual Reviews from 2010 to present.

Find out moreAnnual Reviews






Board & Executive

An overview of our Board of Directors and Executive Team.
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Careers

If you’d like to join our growing team of over 100 located in the Sydney CBD, apply to one of our current openings.

Find out moreCareers


Our History

Standards are an invaluable worldwide resource. Globally there are well over half a million published standards. These are the products of over 1,000 recognised standards development organisations worldwide. Standards have been around a long time. There is evidence of standards being used seven thousand years ago by the ancient civilizations of Babylon and early Egypt.

Find out moreOur History
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What exactly is a standard?

Standards are documents that set out specifications, procedures and guidelines that aim to ensure products, services, and systems are safe, consistent, and reliable.
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Standards Development

Standards Australia develops internationally aligned Australian Standards® in the national interest through a process of consensus. We also ensure Australia has a voice in the development of International Standards, and their subsequent adoption as Australian Standards®.

Find out moreOur Process


Our Process

The Standards Australia standards development process is based on three internationally recognised principles: openness and transparency of process, consensus, and balance of representation

Find out moreOur Process


Submitting a Proposal

Standards Australia has different proposal options available to best suit your standards development requirements.

Find out moreSubmitting a Proposal


Proposal Consultation

Standards Australia offers stakeholders an opportunity to review and provide feedback on proposals in consultation.

Find out moreProposal Consultation


How to Participate

We bring together more than 5,000 technical, business, academic, government and community experts to form technical committees.

Find out moreHow to Participate


Standardisation Guides

Our standardisation guides set out the policies and processes for the development of standards and other technical documents.

Find out moreStandardisation Guides






Aged Standards Review

Standards Australia is looking for innovative partners across all sectors of the economy to enhance standards delivery and to serve industries, communities, and customers in new ways.

Find out moreDeveloping Standards


Becoming Accredited

The accreditation function provides a framework to ensure accredited organisations are able to develop their own industry standards and have them recognised as Australian Standards®.

Find out moreBecoming Accredited
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Sectors

Our standards development activities are divided into industry sectors.

These sectors are supported by Stakeholder Engagement Managers who are available to advise and assist stakeholders.

Find out moreSectors


International Engagement

Standards Australia represents our nation on the two major international standardising bodies, the International Organization for Standardization (ISO)* and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC).

We co-ordinate the attendance of Australian experts at international meetings and participate in the preparation of a wide range of International Standards. We are extremely active within the international standardisation movement and a number of our senior management team members hold important voluntary offices on international standards bodies.

Find out moreInternational Engagement


International Trade

International standards that are created through the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) play a vital role in facilitating trade allowing Australian business to compete successfully in the global economy.

Find out moreInternational Trade


Strategic Initiatives

The Strategic Initiatives team delivers critical projects and speed to market solutions where Australia has a strategic or economic interest such as hydrogen.  Strategic initiative projects cover priorities across the economy, which impact on all industry sectors and supply chains, for example critical and emerging technologies and circular economy.

Find out moreStrategic Initiatives


Events

Standards Australia has a strong history of facilitating solutions that meet the needs of consumers and industry. It remains committed to enhancing the social, environmental and economic well being of all Australians by providing an active forum for discussion, debate and consensus.

Find out moreEvents


NEXTgen

The Standards Australia NEXTgen Program provides emerging leaders an exciting opportunity to become involved in the national and international standardisation processes which supports Australian industry and governments.

The program provides training and direct exposure to the standards development processes and technical committees. This involves having access to shared information and collective intelligence to develop standards that support the economy, improve safety and health, national resources and improve quality of life.

Find out moreNEXTgen


Standards Awards

Standards Awards are presented to individuals, and one committee, who have made significant contributions to standardisation and who have demonstrated outstanding service in enabling Standards Australia and accredited Standards Development Organisations (SDOs) attain their objectives.

Find out moreStandards Awards


Research and Analysis

The Research & Analysis team delivers growth to the business in a variety of ways.

Market Research helps find new markets and opportunities across Australia and beyond
Voice of the Customer (VoC) is our vital link to our customers, their voices and what they think about our business, products and services
Better By Standards delivers personalised content on the who, what, and why of our standards, creating engaging stories about the work we do

Find out moreResearch and Analysis
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Buy Australian Standards™ and other content

Purchase standards from the Standards Store, or one of our distributors.
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License content

Get permission to use licensed Australian Standards content for 3, 6 or 12 month periods, from our Licensing Team.

Find out moreLicense content
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Statements






Standards Australia has received a number of enquiries regarding the application of certain Australian Standard® standards as they relate to anchor point devices and fall arrest systems.

Standards Australia published AS 1891.4:2009, Industrial fall-arrest systems and devices Part 4: Selection, use and maintenance in 2009 and AS/NZS 5532:2013, Manufacturing requirements for single point anchor devices used for harness-based work at height in 2013.

It is important to note that Standards Australia is not part of government. We do not make acts or regulations and Australian Standard® standards are, of themselves, considered to be voluntary documents. However, compliance with an Australian Standard® may become mandatory where (and to the extent that) compliance with its terms is mandated, for example, by way of legislation.

SafeWork NSW has previously issued a fact sheet providing information on AS 1891.4:2009 and AS/NZS 5532:2013 under Work Health and Safety legislation. For more information please visit SafeWork’s website.

Australian Standard® standards are reviewed regularly by corresponding Standards Australia technical committees to ensure they remain relevant and technically current.

Standards Australia technical committee SF-015, Industrial Height Safety Equipment is currently working on a project to review AS/NZS 5532:2013, including in relation to testing for multiple anchor types.

The scope of the approved project and the constitution of the Technical Committee SF-015 responsible for the development of the drafts are attached to this Statement.


Attachment 1: Scope of project to revise AS 5532-2013 and technical committee

The scope of the project for revision of AS/NZS 5532:2013 as submitted to Standard Australia in a proposal in 2016 and approved for development is included below:
	Revision of AS/NZS 5532.2013 – Manufacturing requirements for single-point anchor device for harness-based work at height to reflect the current philosophy of testing of anchors. The areas identified for amendment are specifically:

 
	TEST BED: SECTION AS/NZS 5532 6 TESTING 6.1 General - The test bed description and orientation needs to be amended to better represent both the Anchor manufacturer’s and structural material manufacturer’s specifications, plus to ensure bed is suitable to test all configurations of anchor.

 
	TEST BED: SECTION AS/NZS 5532 6 TESTING 6.1 General - Revise and altered/deleted as its unclear how an anchor is depended or not dependent on the performance of the substrate. - Update clause to reflect the testing requirements for each anchor type.

 
	TEST BED: SECTION AS/NZS 5532 6 TESTING 6.1 General - Revision is needed so ALL anchors are testing in a logical and fair way, whether reliant on substrate or not - Update clause to reflect the testing requirements for each anchor type, the test bed description needs to be altered to represent both the Anchor manufacturer’s and structural material manufacturer’s specifications and ensure compatibility with all known anchor types and configurations.

 
	TEST BED: SECTION AS/NZS 5532 6 TESTING 6.2.3 Dynamic testing apparatus - Revised to be a prescriptive test or preference based test not both. - Revise test configuration to clarify what specific testing is required for specific types of anchor, to remove the current confusion where the anchor manufacturer specifies whether a roof sample test is required or not.

 
	TEST BED: 6.2.3 Dynamic testing apparatus . - Revised to give guidance on what and how “other” anchors are test. TEST BED: 6.3.1.3 Testing of top fix anchors - Revise to clarify the requirements of a/ the purlin and roof sheeting manufacturers and b/ the anchor manufacturer.

 
	TEST BED: FIGURE 10 TOP FIXED ANCHOR TEST BED - Revised to accurately represent a sheeting/purlin manufacturers recommendations for their building materials. - Revised to give guidance on the required pitch for the test roof, when required. - Revised to consider the use of pulleys to be used during test as are allowed in EN795.

 
	TEST BED: 6.3.2.2 Fixed and portable anchor devices The procedure shall be as follows: - Revise to allow for the use of pulleys to divert the lanyard and test weight away from the roof. - Revise to allow the “roof” to be angled so that the when the test lanyard is vertical, it ends up very near (but not touching) the “edge” of the roof to better simulate the load path onto the anchor.

 
	TEST ROPE: 6.3.2.1 General - Revised to a modern kernmantle rope, this will also be in line with the current progress with revising the 1891 series and keeping consistency across all standard  STATIC TEST: 6.3.1.3 Testing of top fix anchors. - Revised to indicate whether the anchor needs to be statically tested after it is dynamically tested. - Revised to be in-line with the current work being carried out on the 1891 series.

 
	STATIC TEST: 6 TESTING 6.1 General - Revised to be in-line with the current work being carried out on the 1891 series. STATIC TEST: 5.1 General design requirements - The testing need to be revised to include testing for force management anchor. - Test loads need to be revised to be inline with the current work being carried out in the 1891 series.

 
	OTHER ANCHORS: 4 CLASSES OF ANCHOR DEVICE AND ANCHOR SYSTEM - Revised to give guidance (table) on all anchors covered by the document. Eg. Engineered products such as davit posts, welded or concrete/brickwork anchors that have been engineered as a one off site specific anchor.


Technical committee SF-015, Industrial Height Safety Equipment is constituted by a diverse group of stakeholders including representatives of the following organisations:
	Energy Networks Australia
	Facility Management Association of Australia
	Roads and Maritime Services
	Safety Institute of Australia
	Roofing Industry Association of NSW Inc
	New Zealand Arboricultural Association
	Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
	Scaffolding, Access and Rigging New Zealand Inc
	IANZ
	Standards New Zealand
	SafeWork NSW
	Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
	Communications, Electrical and Plumbing Union - Electrical Division
	Master Builders Australia
	Australian Industry Group
	Industrial Rope Access Association of New Zealand
	Australian Mobile Telecommunications Association
	Electricity Engineers Association (New Zealand)
	Australian Rope Access Association
	Australian Lightweight Vertical Rescue Instructors
	Working at Height Association
	Worksafe New Zealand
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